
PAYMENT METHOD:

q I have enclosed my check payable to: Joliet Junior College Foundation

q Please charge my credit card

q Make your gift online: www.jjc.edu/givetojjc

q I am affiliated with a company that matches gifts. I have enclosed  
 a matching gift form.

YES, I want to help a JJC Student!

Card number

Expiration date Card security code

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

q $25    q $50    q $100   q Other $ 

PLEASE ALLOCATE MY GIFT TO:

q Student Emergency Fund

q Area of Greatest Need

q Other: 

Email:  

Date of Birth: 

<<Name>>

<<Preferred Address Line 1>> <<Preferred Address Line 2>>

<<Preferred City>>, <<Preferred State>> <<Preferred ZIP>>

In times of uncertainty, people search for stories of hope. At Joliet Junior College, 

an amazing story has emerged, bringing together a student in desperate need of a 

home with two alumni who discovered his story on social media.

When JJC closed its physical campus due to COVID-19 precautions, students 

retreated to their homes. Those that were living in apartments near campus went 

back to their hometowns. But for one JJC student, there was no home to go to. 

Having aged out of the foster care system, he only had the apartment he was 

sharing with friends near campus. When his friends decided to “go home,” he was 

left with an apartment he couldn’t afford on his own. He would be homeless within 

a couple of weeks. 

Dean of Student Success Angie Kaysen-Luzbetak, who manages the college’s 

Student Emergency Fund, stepped in to help. “I spent days on the phone with 

apartment managers and hotels. No one was willing to help and I was feeling so 

defeated. I was at my wit’s end worrying,” she said.

With no options left, she went to Facebook. She knew it was a big ask, but in a 

time when we aren’t physically around each other, something in the digital world 

sparked an online embrace. Her post was shared 26 times and eventually captured 

the attention of a couple in JJC’s district. 

JJC alumni Audrey, ’11, and Keith, ’97, offered to help. 

“By that evening, my guy had a warm bed and a family,” Kaysen-Luzbetak said.

When Audrey originally saw the post, she felt compelled to do something. “I just 

couldn’t get it off my mind.  My husband and I talked and I thought, ‘there is no 

reason a student should have nowhere to stay.’ When we learned more about him, 

we knew that he would be coming home with us,” she said.

Audrey and Keith have seen an outpouring of support from their local community. In addition to the aid of the JJC Foundation’s Student 

Emergency Fund, which has provided food, friends and strangers have donated cash, gift certificates and more. 

As for the student, he is settling in with the family and is making plans for a summer job and transferring to a four-year university. He has been 

assured that he will always have a place to call home.  

When this student reached out for help, he probably didn’t know the implications it would have on his life. A plea, shared on Facebook, found a 

selfless couple willing to take him in as a member of their family. Not only has it provided a story of hope, but it changed the life of a student!

GENEROUS ALUMNI 
PROVIDE HOME TO 
JJC STUDENT

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Over the years, little actions in the form of 
gifts to the JJC Foundation have supported 
students in emergency situations. Today, 
we ask for your gift so we can continue to 
provide JJC students with the support they 
have come to rely on - especially during 
these difficult times. 


